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of our Master Who came " to preach good tidings to
the poor: to proclaim release to the captives, and
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them
that are bruised." Happy is the parish priest who
is in such a case ; of whom certain of his parishioners
say, " I can always go to him. He understands me
and I know I shall get the best possible advice and
help from him.'7 There are far more priests, parents
and teachers who are in this relation to their flocks
than might generally be supposed ; but they are
tragically few compared with the number there
would be were the whole matter and its contribution
to human happiness and progress of more serious
concern amongst us. Training of sympathy and
ability to deal with the confession of a fellow-sinner
is necessary before such work can be attempted, and
many of us have had little or none of it. This is
one of the root causes of our unworthiness, and the
sooner the disqualification of ignorance is removed, the
better for our respective flocks and for the measure of
our fitness as servants of God among men. At least
to urge by appeals, supported by sound knowledge
and insight, the confession to God in detail of sins
we know we have committed, and to encourage the
making of amends to anyone wronged as a result of
our sin, is nothing less than a bounden and constant
duty in dealing with our flocks of whatever age.
With children, such confession may be urged so soon
as we are sure that there is a consciousness of sin
and its guilt. The covering up of sins under a showy
deposit of general lip-confession is one of the surest
means of educating a hypocrite and of aiding the
.individual to reach a condition wherein his real self